ALLENBY IN EGYPT
hurried plans for his return to Cairo, where he arrived
on April 5. Adly showed every friendliness towards him;
he went to the station to greet him, and no action was
taken to prevent the nation from giving the wannest
welcome to the nationalist leader.
The journey by rail from Alexandria to Cairo was one
of triumphal progress, and extraordinary scenes marked
his arrival in the capital. The day automatically became
a national holiday. Women left the seclusion of the
harems, an unprecedented thing, to participate in one of
the most remarkable receptions ever accorded to a citizela
of any country. At least 400,000 people must have
thronged the relatively short distance from the railway
station to Zaghlul's house. Tram-cars bedecked with
flags and palms, vehicles of all descriptions covered in
flowers, dancing-girls, native musicians, camels and
donkeys, all combined to make a striking picture.
It was not long before Adly and Zaghlul came into
open conflict.   Three weeks after his return Zaghlul in a
speech made it clear that collaboration between himself
and  Adly depended  on  the  entire  acceptance  of  his
conditions.   Meanwhile  Adly  announced   that  Zaghlui
had found himself in agreement with the Ministry, except
as regards the presidency of the delegation. The Ministry-
maintained, said Adly, that according to precedent the
Premier must preside over an official delegation. Zaghlul
was beginning to lose ground, and five members of his
delegation declared their confidence in  Adly.    As  he
found his influence waning,  so Zaghlul became  more
violent in his campaign against Adly.   As a direct result
there  were  serious  riots  with  much   loss   of   life   at
Alexandria in May. The casualties were thirty Egyptians
and fourteen Europeans killed and a hundred and thirty
Egyptians and sixty-nine Europeans wounded.
AUenby has been much criticized both for allowing
Zaghlul to return and for failing to take strong enough
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